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Wednesday  
   E v e n i n g s 
Adult Bible Sunday 
                                 

Led by Rev. Theron Smith 
Wednesdays  

September 23rd -November 18th. 
Class Options:  4:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. 

 
Topic:  “9 Reasons to Buy” 

 
1. First Things First 
2. A Book 
3. A Baby 
4. A Revolution 
5. A Ghost 
6. A Community 
7. A Comparison 
8. A Telescope 
9. A Test 

 
 

  

C o n c e r t  
in  the 
c o u r t y a r d  
 

 
 

Sunday 
September 20th 

6:00p.m. 
 

Ice Cream Social  
and 

Evening Concert 
by 

The Shiloh Mountain Trio 
 

Rain location:  First Place Christian Center 
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¨ Holy Communion:  Sept. 6th & 
Oct. 4th  

¨ First Kids Preschool: register now 
for the 2009-10 school year. 

¨ Let’s Go!:  Sign up in the         
Gathering room for upcoming trips.    

¨ Helping Hands Ministry: for our 
“Special Folks” or those who need 
a hand around the house. Call the 
church office, 335-2826. 

¨ “Community Needs Fund” of  
The Troy Foundation will double 
your gift to the Food Pantry this 
year as long as funds last.  Hurry 
before the money runs out! 

¨ New Member Meeting:  Sun., 
Nov.1st, 3:00 p.m., First Place 

¨ UMWomen News:  see pg. 9 
¨ Next Newsletter Deadline: Oct. 

15th 
¨ Chancel Choir Rehearsals:  Begin 

Sep. 3rd, 7:30p.m.  
¨ Flowers for Special Folks:  Sun., 

Sept. 13th, please help deliver. 
¨ Sunday School Kick Off:  Sun., 

Sept. 13th 
¨ Wed. Adult Bible Study:  begins 

Sept. 23rd, 4:30 or 6:30p.m.  Led 
by Theron Smith 

¨ College Students:  call church   
office with your new address.        
Care packages will be sent in Oct. 

¨ FLOCK Kick Off Festival :  Sun., 
Oct. 11th, Noon-3 p.m. 

¨ Bradley’s House of Hope      
Fundraiser:  Tastefully Simple, 
Sept. 13th-27th.  Stop by the Gath-
ering room. 

¨ WWYC: Needs volunteers pg. 3 
¨ Trunk ‘n Treat:  Sunday, Oct. 25th, 

5:30 PM. 
 
 

F a l l  F l o w e r s  
for special folks 
  
Fall flowers will be placed on the altar     
Sunday, September 13th for our “Special 
Folks.”  The delivery of these flowers is    
carried out by the congregation.  Please come 
after the service and take a flower or two and 
deliver them to our “Special Folks.”  Names 

and addresses will be on the back of the cards that are attached to 
the flowers.  Thank you!                          The Nurture Committee 
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college care 
P a c k a g e s  
 

 
The Nurture Committee will soon be preparing the “College 
Care Packages” sent to college students who are FUMC      
members or who regularly attended youth group.  We are re-
questing monetary donations to cover the cost of the items we 
will       purchase and send.  To make a donation, place a check/
cash in a pew envelope, mark “College Care Fund” then place in 
the offering plate or turn it in to the office by Sunday, October 
20th.  Thank you for your support of our college students. 

4th Annual Trunk-n-Treat:  Sunday ~ October 25th ~ 5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
This FREE event provides an opportunity for children from our church and the community to celebrate 
fall and collect treats in a safe and fun environment.  Vehicles with decorated trunks or tailgates are 
parked in the church parking lot, and children in costume walk from car to car to receive goodies.  Join 
us at 5:30 p.m. for hot dogs and trunk-n-treating!!! 
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.children’s 
M i n i s t r i e s   
Miss Penny 
 
Sunday School classes will resume on September 
13th.  We are blessed to have all our Sunday 
School teachers in place for the children’s 
classes. 
· Preschool:  Connie Goldner & Marcia Millet   
· K & 1st grade:  Bobbi Haverfield & Bev 

Schroedel   
· 2nd & 3rd grade:  Carol Herron & Debbie 

Templeton 
· Club 54:  Bud Runner & Steve Staton   
· 6th-8th grades: Starting this year 6th graders 

will be part of the Junior High Sunday 
School class which meets at First Place with 
Scott Beeler and volunteers to be announced. 

 
�
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WWYC  

(Word with Young Christians)  
Needs Volunteers! 

In addition to the children’s Quiet Bags which 
are available from the greeters/ushers at our   
worship services, we have a program available to 
children called WWYC (Word With Young   
Christians). This program is available for       
children 3 years old through 2nd grade.  After the 
pastor’s children’s message, the children leave 
the sanctuary with the WWYC volunteers and go 
to their classroom for the remainder of the     
worship service.  Children 3-5 years old (not yet 
in Kindergarten) go to the  Preschool Room in 
the basement of the main church building for 
free play time.  Children K-2nd grade go to room 
301 / 303 for a guided scripture lesson with     
corresponding activity and game. 
 

You do not have to have a child participating in 
this program to volunteer and you can specify 
which age group you prefer to lead.  Usually   
volunteers end up working 1-2 Sundays a      
quarter.  Please contact Melanie Mergler at 
melaniemergler@hotmail.com) or 339-5917 if 
you have any questions or would like to          
participate in this children’s ministry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Preschool is off to a great start for the 2009-10  
school year.  We have 25 students enrolled at this time.  
Our new teachers Ms. Traci, Ms. Heather and Ms. Toni 
have added fresh innovative ideas to help our program 
be the best!  Our mission is to teach God’s love through 
stories, songs, games and interactive play.  We have 
added all day Daycare to our week along with Preschool 
M/W/F. mornings.   
 
If you would like to  visit us please feel free to stop by 
the first floor area any day for a tour.  You may contact 
Ms. Rebecca, Preschool Director, at 238-2175. 

     
 

Club  

  
wednesdays 
 
 
A pre-youth group for 4th & 5th graders will begin  
meeting on Wednesdays, October 14th  – December 9th 
from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in room 127.  

Camp 2009 



Food Pantry 
U P D A T E  
J u l y  2 0 0 9  
 
July was a record month for the First Place Food 
Pantry.  We served a total of 562 families, 1671 
individuals and 42 first time families!   
 
We distributed 18,000 pounds of food in the 
month of July! 
 
We are still in need of plastic grocery bags and 
empty water bottles.   
 
In this struggling economy, our families are so 
thankful and appreciative of the First Place Food 
Pantry which helps them put food on their table. 

 
 

Fresh garden  
produce is always 

 welcome! 

mission 
M o m e n t  
B a c k p a c k  
P r o g r a m  
 

 
Your mission dollars support 
the Backpack Program of Troy 
which began as a Pilot Program 
in February 2008.  It became known that weekend 
hunger among children in Troy is a reality.  The fact 
that over 60% of the students at both Kyle            
Elementary and Forest  Elementary live at or below 
the poverty level, indicated that at least some of 
these children were going without food on the week-
ends.  After consulting with the principals of both 
schools, the Backpack Program began with 25      
students each at Kyle  and Forest.  At the beginning 
of the 2008 –2009 school year, the number increased 
to 50 students at each school.  By the end of the 
year, 50 more students were added at Heywood, 25 
students at Concord and 25 students at Hook,    
reaching a total of 200 students.  The bags include 
foods that require no preparation or refrigeration.  
Sample items include granola bars, cereal boxes, 
cheese crackers, pudding cups, fruit cups, animal 
crackers, pretzels, etc.  With your mission dollars we 
will help provide weekend food for 200 children this 
year and again in 2010.  Thank you for continuing to 
meet the needs in our community. 
           The Outreach Committee 

4 

C h a n c e l  
choir  
b e g i n s  s o o n  
 
 
The Chancel Choir will begin fall choir rehearsals 
on Thursdays beginning September 3rd at 7:30 
p.m. in the Sanctuary.  If you would like to join the 
choir please plan to come on the 3rd.  

H e l p i n g  H a n d s  
m i n i s t r y    

 
 

The nurture Committee would like to 
remind our congregation that the 
Helping Hands Ministry is available 

for our “Special Folks” and those in need of help 
with chores around the house.  If you would like 
to be part of this ministry please contact Mary 
Davis at the church office, 335-2826. 

 

           H o l y     Communion 
 

 September 6th and October 4th         
 Higher  

Educat ion 
A s s i s t a n c e  
C o m m i t t e e  
 
HEAC is offering to make a presentation to any   
Sunday School Class interested in an overview of 
the HEAC Fund.  Please contact Neil Nehring at    
440-9001, or Randy Herron at 339-4888. 
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Fall Kickoff ! We are excited to be kicking off Adult 
Small Groups on Sunday mornings beginning on        
September 13th and during the week at various times.  
Our group life ministry is designed to help each of us as 
we take the path where God is leading us to grow deeper 
in faith and become more like Him each day.  Group 
members encourage and challenge each other to deepen 
their faith and live out their calling in the world.  We   
invite you to begin the amazing journey through the fall 
season.  Below is key information explaining our line up 
that will help you get started. 
 
Sunday Morning at 9:30 beginning September 13th: 
 

Faithjourney-Room 121.  Using the Andy Stanley DVD 
curriculum this group will be viewing the new study, Go 
Fish.  Andy Stanley will take the struggle out of sharing 
your faith.  Go Fish offers a new perception of the word 
“evangelism” by showing how believers can make it a 
natural easy part of everyday life.  Group members will 
enjoy the DVD lessons and thought provoking             
discussions led the Lybargers and Blyths. 
 
Fellowship Class- Room 321.  Join with this group to 
study the great hymns of praise and lament in the book of 
Psalms.  You will discover the comfort and inspiration of 
the Psalms as they speak directly to your situation.   The 
book A Turbulent Peace: the Psalms for our time  by Rod 
Waddle will be incorporated into the discussion led by 
Harold Wherry. 
 
 

Numbers Class- Room 311.  Bill Davis will be the         
facilitator as the group grows in faith through the study of 
the Book of Numbers.  This book marks an important 
transition in generations in the story of God’s people,  
Israel.  Participants will find several important texts and 
images as they study the transition from an old generation 
to a new generation of hope. 
 
Parenting: the early years-Preschool classroom (room 
100). A video driven study with Les and Leslie Parrot, 
Christian psychologists and bestselling authors.  On this 
six week DVD series the cameras went into the homes of 
20 families and captured real-life parenting moments.  
Some of these are funny moments and some are just   
completely honest moments that every parent can relate 
to.  Facilitated by Mary Deem. 
 
Seeker’s Class-Room 307/309.  Progressing through the 
Bible in great depth, this group will be led by Marilyn 
Phillips as they continue studying Ephesians this fall. 
 
Soul Cafe’-Room 314.   Currently they will be covering 
a variety of topics building upon the weekly sermons.  
Class discussion is led by various class members. 
 
Women of Faith –Room 313.  Women of Faith will be 
journeying through a Bible study about Managing Our 
Moods.   Interspersed in this study will be a Women of 
Faith video series by Nicole Johnson.  Discussion is    
facilitated by Erin Clyne and Deb Taylor. 
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Parenting-the early years.- A six week DVD series with 
Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott,  A Christian couple that has 
been featured on ABC’s Good Morning America, Focus 
on the Family, The New York Times and they’ve even 
made their way onto Oprah.  Beginning Wednesday   
September 16th in the preschool classroom at 6:30 p.m.   
This series also runs on Sunday Mornings beginning Sep-
tember 13th .  Discussion led by Mary Deem. 
 
Financial Peace will begin another life changing 13 
week program of personal finance on Wednesdays begin-
ning September 23rd.  A free preview will be held on 
Wednesday, Aug. 26th, 6:30 p.m.  This class is designed 
to empower people to manage their money well, elimi-
nate debt, build wealth.  All material is biblically based 
and taught via entertaining video by best-selling author 
and radio host Dave Ramsey. Small group interaction led 
by Brett Bogan. 
 

B.I.B.L.E. Class –Room 311 will continue on Tuesdays 
at 6:30 p.m. Led by Bill Davis.  Basic Bible instruction in 
a relaxed evening setting based on the lectionary and the 
Pastor’s sermons taking a deeper and sometimes slightly 
different angle. 
 

Soup, Salad, and Stories will continue on the 2nd    
Thursdays at 11:30-1:30 p.m. in the social room          
beginning October 8th.  Participants will share in bringing 
soup, salad and dessert.  Further details will be            
announced in September.  Discussion led by Mary Deem 
 

Men’s Ministries 
Men’s Life – Mondays, 6:30 a.m. & Saturdays, 7:30 
a.m.at Bob Evans.  Small group study using the Men’s 
Life curriculum with a focus on God’s word as it relates 
to everyday life. 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast- Saturdays, 7:30 a.m. at 
Friendly’s.  A time for devotions, fellowship and      
breakfast. 
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September  
2 6:15 PM  Youth Group Kick Off Event   
4  9:30 PM  5th Quarter Friday Night 
9  6:15 PM  Youth Group 
16  6:15 PM  Youth Group-Election of Officers 
18  9:30 PM  5th Quarter Friday Night 
23  6:15 PM  Youth Group-Officers Installed  
30  6:15 PM  Youth Group-Outreach Night 

October 
7  6:15 PM  Youth Group 
9  9:30 PM  5th Quarter Friday Night 
14  6:15 PM  Youth Group 
18 12:00 PM Riverside Experience 
21  6:15 PM  Youth Group-Corn Maze 
23 9:30 PM  5th Quarter Friday Night 
28 6:15 PM  Youth Group 

church 
camp 
2     9  
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Want to join 
t h e   
c h u r c h ?  
 

 
The next new member informational meeting will be 
held Sunday, November 1st, at 3:00 p.m. at First 
Place.  Rev. Wilson will share an overview of the 
ministries of the church, answer any questions you 
may have about membership, and  review the vows 
of church membership.  Our time will conclude by 
4:30 p.m.  Call Sue at the church office, 335-2826, to 
RSVP. 

We have some great trips coming up and all trips still 
have openings so give us a call: Bob and Ann Baird, 
335-4338. 
 

Here is a reminder of upcoming trips: 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat  
on October 14th Cost $76.We need ALL reservations 
by September 1st.  Just a few tickets left so hurry!!! 
 
Branson at Christmas. November 29th-December 
4th. Cost: $560 (dbl), deposit is needed soon, final 
payment due Nov. 1st. 
 
Dickens Victorian Village- December 16th,  
Cost:  $70, final payment due November 15th. 
 

If you are thinking of either of the long trips in 2010, 
please call us soon because seats will be available for 
a limited time. Those trips are Holland & Belgium in 
the Springtime April 6th-12th and Oberammergau 
2010 (this one needs to be scheduled VERY soon) 
August 28th-September 12th. 
 

If you have suggestions for trips that you would like 
in 2010 and beyond please call and let us know.    

������������������������� ���
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A Gift from Kyle School 
 

 
 

In case you haven’t noticed, there’s a beautiful new 
piece of framed artwork being displayed in the Gath-
ering Room on a wall near the entrance to the      
restrooms.  The artwork made by Daisy Feltner, a 3rd 
grade student at Kyle, was chosen especially for Troy 
First United Methodist as a gift to Kyle’s business 
partner.  God’s love is the bond that connects us to 
Kyle.  The hearts in the painting acknowledge that 
love. 

4 

Bradley’s 
H o u s e   
of  Hope  
Fundraiser 
                              September 13th-27th 
 
Tastefully Simple offers simple and delicious foods 
for your busy life...from main dishes to desserts, we 
offer a wide variety of easy-to-prepare foods and 
gifts for every day and every occasion.  Starting Sept. 
13th-27th, Tracy Williams, a member of FUMC and 
a Tastefully Simple consultant, will be sponsoring a 
fundraiser for Bradley's House of Hope.  Tracy will 
donate ALL net profits (up to 30%) from sales made 
through her for this fundraiser.  On Sundays, Sept. 
13th & 20th,  stop by the Tastefully Simple           
table after each service to try some samples, look 
through catalogs and place your order.  You may also 
shop online by going to Tracy's website at 
www.tastefullysimple.com/web/twilliams4 and shop 
under the "Bradley's House" party.  Online orders  
require a credit/debit card for payment.  There will 
also be an outside order form on the back of the      
inserts in the bulletins that can be dropped off at the 
church office or mailed along with your payment to 
Tracy Williams (1460 Hunter Ct., Troy, OH 
45373).  Personal checks and credit cards               
accepted.  In addition, for every party booked 
through Tracy during this 2 week fundraiser, she will 
donate an additional $10 to Bradley's House of 
Hope.  If you have any questions or would like to 
talk to Tracy about the fundraiser or to place an    
order, please call her at 937-916-5350 (home) or 937
-510-6042 (cell).  Thanks for supporting Bradley's 
House of Hope!     

2009-10 Trips 
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August:   
25th ~  General Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Social room, Pam 
 (Shaw) Looker will be the special speaker on 
 the subject of "Africa."  Pam is the daughter of 
 Stanley & Nancy Shaw. Susannah Wesley    
 Circle will be the hostesses.  
 

September: 
1st ~  Faith Hope Circle, 10 a.m., Social room,  
 Libby Schumann will have the program and   
            Jane Estes the devotions. 
8th~  Cartwright Circle, 7:00 p.m., Social room 
9th~  Susannah Wesley Circle will be at Myrle 
Briggs,  2675 N. Stillwell Rd., Covington. 
15th ~ Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Social room 
19th~ Miami Valley Annual District United         
 Methodist Women's Meeting will be held at St. 
 James UMC, Miamisburg and members are 
 urged to attend.  Speaker:  Dr. Chris Heckaman 
 (DS).  Deadline:  Sept. 10th. 
 
 

October: 
6th ~  Faith Hope Circle, 10 a.m., Social room 
 Martha Spicer will have the program and   
            Betty Hatfield the devotions. 
6th-8th ~ Rummage Sale drop off days; 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
9th & 10th ~ Rummage Sale; Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
 Saturday 9 a.m.– Noon; First Place 

10th~   Racial Justice / Leadership Enrichment      
 Training (District Officers).  Christ UMC,    
 Kettering.  Deadline:  Oct. 1st.  Speaker:  
 Bishop Sprague. 
13th~  Cartwright Circle, 7:00 p.m., Social room 
14th~  Susannah Wesley Circle will meet at Carla 
 Lohrer’s, 40 Colony Park Dr., Troy 
20th ~ Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Social room 
27th ~ General Meeting Luncheon, 11:00 a.m.,  Social 
 room, speaker:  Mike Nygren on "Young 
 Women of  Distinction” & “Young Men of 
 Valor” programs with Troy students.          
 Hostesses:  Faith Hope Circle.   
31st~   Racial Justice / Leadership Training (for local 
 officers) Arcanum Faith UMC.  Deadline: is   
 Oct. 22nd. 
 
November 
14th ~West Ohio Conf. 36th Annual Celebration, 
 Christ UMC, Columbus.  Keynote speaker:  
 Genie Banks, former President of Women's  
 Division.  Deadline - Nov. 1st. 

UMW calendar 
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 Tithes & Offerings  1/1/2009-6/30/2009       
General Operating  $              260,573.72  69.83%     

First Place  $                27,935.00  7.49%     

Food Pantry  $                25,730.16  6.89%     
Trustees Capital  $                16,944.35  4.54%     

Other Designated Gifts*  $                41,991.20  11.25%     
Total  $              373,174.43  100.00%     

       
 

* Other gifts do not include earned revenues (special events, facility fees, mission trip fees) or investment income 

f r o m  t h e  
Treasurer 
Brett Bogan 

All ladies are welcome and encouraged 
to attend any General meetings or  

Circle meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It's that time again!  Oct. 6th-8th are prep days from 
9:00-3:00 p.m.  Oct. 9th (9a.m.-4p.m.) and Oct. 10th  

 
(9a.m.-Noon) are sale days at First Place.  We are again 
asking for your "gently used" items for this much 
needed sale.  This is both a service for our local         
residents and our mission outreach.   Please do not bring 
any "recalled" items.  If you would care to volunteer at 
this event please call Gerry Loar, 335-1401, and we will 
be pleased to have you join us for work, coffee and new 
friendships. 

UMW  
Rummage 

Sale 
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